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Greenfield, MA. –Bill Stillinger, long-time director of renewables and environmental planning at Northeast Utilities, has been recruited to become the first General Manager of Pioneer Valley PhotoVoltaics, trademarked (PV)2 , a worker-owned solar energy design and installation cooperative headquartered in Greenfield.  After a 27-year career with NU, Stillinger was actively exploring options to utilize his wealth of experience to continue to promote use of renewable energy.

“Stillinger will be catalyst for change at (PV)2”, said Lynn Benander, Co-director of Greenfield’s Cooperative Development Institute (CDI), who has been instrumental in the organization’s progress.  “Effective March 1, Mr. Stillinger will take over the reins.  His charge is to help develop (PV)2 into a sustainable enterprise in Franklin County.”

“Pioneer Valley PhotoVoltaics will offer high quality designs and installations of solar electric and hot water systems backed up by a strong maintenance program,” said Stillinger.  “But we must go beyond that - we will demonstrate that renewable energy sources like solar help build healthy community infrastructure and enhance local capacity for governance.  We want to promote models of sustainability and democratic learning at the community level.”

(PV)2 is the brainchild of Don Campbell with inspiration from Rich Gottlieb, founder of Sunnyside Solar in Vermont. In the spring of 2000, the two were walking near Campbell’s off-grid house discussing opportunities in renewable energy and ways to boost area job creation.  “It was like the last puzzle piece dropped into place,” said Campbell.  “From that conversation I was inspired to found a solar business - but not a traditional top-down company.  My vision was to create a worker-owned business that promotes renewable energy and one structured to keep equity in our community. ” 

That June, Campbell and his wife Judi, Tom Hutcheson and representatives from CDI got together for the first of many meetings.  Through that fall, the idea was refined. In January of 2001, area residents learned more about Campbell’s vision through newspaper articles and a short radio interview on WRSI. In February, about 50 people attended each of two open meetings - demonstrating to Campbell, CDI and others that there is indeed interest in renewable energy in the Pioneer Valley.  “As a result of those meetings, we formed a ‘proto-board’ - the (PV)2 steering committee - and soon after, committees to explore legal, technical and communication impacts. Early successes were celebrated at our first annual picnic in September of 2001 and shortly after we issued our first newsletter,” recalled Campbell.

(PV)2 incorporated as a worker-owned cooperative in May 2002.  Each member of the cooperative invests $10,000 to buy his or her “share” of the company.  The worker-owner board directs the activities of the company and shares in its profits.   Co-op members have been busy making trips throughout New England to see solar cells, modules and related systems manufactured and assembled.  They met with area planners, businesses and governments and were encouraged to persist. Last fall, (PV)2 moved into offices at the Franklin County Community Development Corporation (FCCDC) on Wells Street in Greenfield. 

Recently, largely through the efforts of Benander and others at CDI, (PV)2 was awarded a $350,000 incentive grant from MRET (Massachusetts Renewable Energy Trust).  “The MRET  Cluster Grant is designed to support the installation of grid-tied PV systems in designated areas,” said Sam Nutter of the Trust.  “(PV)2 is implementing this program in Franklin County plus the towns of Amherst, Athol, and Phillipston.”   MRET provides valuable support for economic development and solar energy development. With financial assistance to help with start up costs and money to provide significant financial rebates to its customers, (PV)2 decided that it was time to formalize its presence in the community.  At a Board retreat, all agreed that an important first step was to hire a General Manager.

“Stillinger brings years of experience in renewable energy and a wealth of contacts.  Together with the demonstrated commitment of Campbell and other board members, including Michael L. Bosworth, Judi Campbell, David Grimes, Kim Pinkham, Philippe Rigollaud, Matt Sirum, Jeff Skelskie, and Jonathan Tauer, they will make a formidable team,” noted Benander. “After a great deal of hard work we think that all the elements for success are in place.”

While at Northeast Utilities, Stillinger created and enabled fuel cell, solar power and wind energy research and demonstration projects throughout New England.  Greenfield area residents may remember one such project, the solar-powered “Eagle Cam” which gave local cable TV viewers and Internet users everywhere the opportunity to view nesting Bald Eagles in their natural habitat.  Stillinger also donated a photovoltaic and computer system to Mohawk Trail Regional School in Shelburne.

Trained as an electrical engineer at New York University and Rensselaer Polytechnic University, Stillinger lives in Kensington, Connecticut. He is on the board of directors of NESEA (the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association), as well as other nonprofit organizations.  He recently served on the board of the groundbreaking Connecticut Energy Cooperative, which sold green power to thousands of electric ratepayers in that state.  He is a registered professional engineer in Massachusetts.
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