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Quality Assurance and Standards Panel

* Motivation of panel:
U.S. — China partnership in
creating international standards
for PV Quality Assurance and
Reliability is key to the success
of PV

Bankable PV

Standards

System
verificatior

Durable
design

) PVQAT iS a jOint projECt under Consistent
the US-China REP manufacturing

PVQAT = International PV Quality Assurance Task Force
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International PV Module Quality Assurance Forum

A little histor

International PV Module Quality

Assurance Forum
San Francisco, July 2011

www.pvqgat.org

Goals:
1. Create a QA rating system to differentiate the relative durability of
module designs
1) Consider wear out in different climates

2) Provide a basis for manufacturers’ warranties (often >25 vy)
3) Provide investors with confidence in their investments
4) Provide data for setting insurance rates

2. Create a guideline for factory inspections of the QA system used
during manufacturing.
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NREL has now grown as METI
AIST “PVQAT” US DOE

PVTEC JRC, SEMI PV Group




PVQAT today
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http://www.pvqat.org

PVQAT has come to Chi
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PVQAT opportunities for engagement

* Hundreds of people around the world have
become involved in PVQAT

* Format (mostly teleconference calls)
facilitates participation by any one anywhere

* Valuable to:
o Manufacturers
o Test labs
o PV customers
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U.S. and China are answering three questions:

1. Qualification of durability of design of
products for chosen climate and mounting

2. Guide for audit of
consistent manufacturing \,
of products built to that
design

3. Certification process for
system verification to
ensure adequacy of design,
installation, and operation

Standards

Durable System
design verification

Consistent
/
PVQAT welcomes volunteers! manufacturing
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International PV Module Quality Assurance Forum

A little histor
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